Syl via W egand
1. As for the readings:

As a suggestion for other reading, | suggest copies of the AWM newsletter.
There is material in the Conplexities book fromthe newsletter and also in
the Article AWMin the 90s, witten by Jean Tayl or and nyself and
publ i shed in the AMS Noti ces.

The articles that interest ne the nost relate to the clinmate, such as the
reports of wonmen faculty at MT, Harvard and Princeton

I"'malso interested in famly issues, and | organized a panel on
mat hemati cians and famlies for the AWM which is reported in the
President's Columm of the March/ April AWM newsletter.

| have the Conplexities book and | could be responsible for sonme itens in
t hat .

2. For a "brief bio", |I enclose parts of nmy vita. Maybe you'd like it
briefer that this; just et ne know what kinds of things you'd like
i ncl uded. Thanks!

3. Expectations fromthe workshop

It will be a chance for me to describe what has worked here at Nebraska to
encourage wonmen to pursue and succeed in graduate study in nathematics; we
(all participants) will share our perceptions on the situation for wonen
in mathematics and what problens still exist, we will nmake new friends and
contacts. Perhaps we will plan sonme specific events or

articles fromthe experience.

Sara Fari di

| finished nmy undergraduate degree in Iran, and then noved to the US in 1994

to start working on nmy PhD. | was at Brandeis University for a few years, and
during this period | started working with Karen Smth who was at MT at the
tinme. After Karen Smith nmoved to Mchigan, | transferred there and received a

PhD from University of Mchigan in 2000. | taught in George Washington
University (in Washington DC) for two years, another year at the University
of Gttawa, and did two years of postdoc at University of Quebec in Montreal
My husband (who is also a mathematician) and | finally solved our two-body
problemin 2005 by noving to Halifax, where we both teach at Dal housie

Uni versity.

In the workshop, | would Iike to | earn nore about common issues, and share
experiences with fell ow wonen in mat hematics. Such an event hel ps put nany of
our encounters as wonmen in the nathematical comunity into perspective.



Syl vi e Hanel

After doing ny master degree in Al gebraic Conbinatorics at University of
Quebec in Montreal | was accepted at MT for ny PhD degree. | was there for a
year, working under the supervision of Richard Stanley when I becane pregnant
of my son. It was an unexpected event and since ny boyfriend was working in
Montreal and could not cone to Boston, | decided to return to Mntreal and
finish my Ph.D. over there. At the beginning of ny Ph.D. back in Mntreal |
net sonme people working in bioinformatics and becane quite interested by this
area. So, | had my son in February 1999 and finish ny Ph.D. in 2002 in

mat hemati ¢ option theoretical conputer science. My Ph.D. thesis was about a
really fast parallel algorithmto find approxi mate nmatches of a word in a big
text. Al of ny Ph.D. was founded by NSERC and FQRNT.

After that, | got an NSERC postdoctoral schol arship and decide to go work
with Denis Thérien, at McGIIl, in theoretical conputer science. After a year
at MGIIl, | applied to an UFA position at University of Montreal which |

got. So, since August 2003, |'m an assistant professor, working in

bi oi nformatics, at the Departnent of Conputer Science and Qperations Research
at University of Montreal. My son is now 7 years old

Interest in the workshop

| went to the Summer Program for Wnen in Mathematics in Washington DC 2 ines

already. Once as a TA and once as a professor. | really liked the opportunity
to work and discuss with the girls about there school, there feelings (sone
of themwhere the only fermale student in math in there school), etc. Now, |'m

one of the 4/40 fenale professors in the conputer science departnment and
teach groups of students with a big majority of guys. (at nbst 5 wonen in a
group of 60 students). | would love to be able to nake the departnment

nore accessible for girls and find ways to interest nore of themto conme and
work with us.

Pi ng Zhou

I would like to discuss the article "Wrking Part Time After Tenure" by
Sharon Lobel, on "Acadene" under the "Bal ancing Faculty Career and Famly
wor k", which can be found at

www. aaup. or g/ publ i cati ons/ Acadene/ 2004/ 04ndl obe. ht m

My brief bio: Ping Zhou, born in Chongging, China, in 1962. OCbtained ny first
under graduate degree in Math Teaching in 1981 from Chongqi ng Teachers

Col  ege. Was teaching in a high school and then a college in China from 1981
to 1992. Obtained BSc. in Math in 1990 from Sichuan Normal University. Went
to South Africa in 1992, obtained Msc. in 1994 and PhD. in 1996 fromthe
University of the Wtwatersrand, Johannesburg. Cane to Canada in 1996 as a

| anded i nm grant and was a NSERC Postdoctoral Fellow at Sinmon Fraser
University from 1997 to 2000, then a NSERC UFA at St. Francis University
(StFX) from 2000 to 2005. Now an Associ ate Professor at StFX. Research
interests are in Analysis and Nunber Theory. Married in 1985 and had first
child (Diana) in 1986 and second one (Annette) in 1999. My husband (George)
is now running a Chinese restaurant in town of Antigonish where StFX is

| ocat ed.



This will be the first time for ne to attend this kind of workshop. | believe
that 1 will learn a lot fromothers. As a new nmenber of the CVS Wonan in Math
Committee, | need to know nore worman nat hematici ans and | earn nore on how
can work together with others to make our community stronger and better.

Karen Meagher

| conpleted ny Ph.D. at the University of Ottawa in Septenber of

2005. Currently | have an NSERC post-doctorate fellowship at the
University of Waterloo. This sumer | have been on maternity | eave (ny
daughter was born in the spring). In July 2007 | will be nmoving to
Regina where | will be starting as an assistant professor at the

Uni versity of Regina.

| have found that the position of wonen in math has inproved
dramatically between the tine that | started university in 1991 and
now. | credit this change to the hard work of wonen nmathematici ans and
"wonen in math" initiatives. | think it is inportant for younger wonen
who have benefited fromfromthis work to continue to try to nake
acadenic life nore accessible to all

As part of this conference | hope we can identify which initiatives
have been wor ki ng and what new probl ens young wonen in math have. |
woul d al so like eventually see the successful initiatives for wonen in
math be extended to include other mnority groups. Another thing

hope to achieve at this conference is to explain the position of
younger researchers who have not faced al ot of opposition as wonmen in
mat h.

Carol Wod

Actual reply to what was asked:
ACTION 1: Pl ease respond with your preferences on the suggested readi ngs.

| think the university studies are informative, at |east the ones |'ve read.
Certainly in the context, Waterl oo deserves attention

| have copies of Conplexities and Change is Possible, which | can bring.
Perhaps Conplexities is the one where | mght have nore to contribute which
is positive. A so as | nentioned, Wiy So Slow....depressing but sonehow apt.

ACTI ON 2: Please send nme your brief bio with a statement of your expectations
from the workshop

AB Randol ph- Macon Woman's Col | ege, 1966; Ph D Yale 1971

Currently Professor of Mathematics at Wesleyan University and Trustee of AMS
Have served as President of AWM as dept chair, as Deputy Director at MSR
as programofficer at NSF



and to benefit

I hope to |l earn nore about the Canadi an situation for women,
st eps

fromdiscussions with others' ideas and expertise about what additiona
woul d change/inprove the climate for students interested in mathematics who

do not fit the standard profile.



